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BEATRICE KERNAN NAMED EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF PROJECT SUNSHINE 

NEW YORK, NY, March 23, 2009 - The Board of Directors of Project 

Sunshine, an international nonprofit organization that enables a dynamic 

volunteer corps of over 10,000 to provide free programs to hospitalized 

children and their families, has appointed Beatrice Kernan as its new 

Executive Director. The appointment was announced by Joseph M. 

Weilgus, Founder and Chairman of the Board of Directors.  

Ms. Kernan becomes the second full-time Executive Director of Project 

Sunshine in the organization’s 10-year history.  

 

“After a long and thorough search, the Project Sunshine Board of Directors 

is thrilled that Beatrice Kernan will serve as our next executive director,” 

said Weilgus. “Beatrice has the vision, passion, leadership skills and 

experience to lead Project Sunshine as it embarks on its next chapter of 

growth. Beatrice will guide the organization as we identify new ways to 

further our mission and expand the ways in which our volunteers provide 

support to children facing medical challenges and their families, across 

the US, and in our five international satellite sites: Canada, China, Kenya, 

Israel, and Puerto Rico.” 

 

“I am honored to be named Executive Director of Project Sunshine,” said 

Ms. Kernan. “It is a privilege to have the opportunity to work with Project 

Sunshine’s dedicated Board of Directors, talented staff and inspiring 

volunteers. Together we will deepen and expand our impact, bringing 

'sunshine' to children in need, by restoring a sense of normalcy in cold 

hospital halls and eliciting from brave and generous-spirited pediatric 



patients joy, inner courage and coping skills necessary to confront 

challenges ahead.” 

Ms. Kernan has had a distinguished record of achievement at The 

Museum of Modern Art, where she most recently served a nine-year 

tenure as Assistant Deputy Director, and where she previously directed 

and managed acclaimed exhibitions that traveled nationally and 

internationally. At MoMA, her broad experience ranged from staff 

management, program oversight, strategic planning, and fundraising to 

overseeing highly successful components of MoMA’s recent expansion. 

Ms. Kernan has a M.A. from the Institute of Fine Arts, New York University 

and a B.A. from Trinity College, Hartford. 

 

“Throughout Beatrice’s life, she has also worked as a volunteer serving 

inner city children as mentor and tutor and participating as development 

advisor to educational agencies. Her decision to professionally commit 

her talents to the social service field and to Project Sunshine at this time is 

enlightened,” said Weilgus. “We could not be prouder in welcoming 

Beatrice to Project Sunshine.” 

---------------------------- 

 

About Project Sunshine 

Project Sunshine empowers a dynamic and dedicated volunteer corps of 

over 10,000 to bring programming - recreational (arts), educational 

(tutoring and mentoring) and social service (HIV and nutritional 

counseling) - to 60,000 children facing medical challenges and their 

families, in medical facilities in 75 major cities across the U.S, and in five 

international satellite sites: Kenya, China, Canada, Israel, and Puerto Rico.  

 

Project Sunshine was founded by a college student out of his dormitory 

room at Yeshiva University in 1998. His vision has grown, in only a decade, 

from a well-intentioned grass-roots enterprise into an organization with 

broad national and international recognition, support and participation. 

 

 


